Murroe Community Council – Procedures for Nomination and Election of Community Representatives
Oct 2011
1. Nomination procedures
To go forward for a seat on the new Community Council, a nominee must

· live in the electoral area that they wish to represent

· be aged 18 or over

· be nominated by two electors in their area
· return (as specified on the form) a validly completed application form by the deadline on the form.
In so far as is practical, one Nomination Form will be delivered to each person on the current electoral register. Nomination forms will also be made available within the village (e.g. Post Office and shops).
On receipt of Nomination Forms, the Returning Officer will examine all forms to ensure they are valid. At the discretion of the Returning Officer, invalid forms may be returned for minor corrections if necessary. The Returning Officer will impose a deadline for these corrections to be completed.

Once these deadlines have expired, nominations for each electoral area will be examined. Any invalid nominations will be disregarded. Determination of whether or not a nomination of valid is at the sole discretion of the Returning Officer. 

Note that the Council has agreed that there will be two seats available to be filled in each electoral area and one seat available to be filled for each of the following housing developments in the village: Ros Fearna, The Meadows, Garanbawn, Liscreagh Estate / The Oaks combined. Where the number of valid nominees for any area doesn’t exceed the number of seats for that area, these nominees will be declared to be the representatives for their area. For any electoral area where there are more nominees than seats available, an election may be held to decide which nominees will hold the available seats on the Council.

2. Election Procedures
Who is eligible to vote?
2.1. The electoral roll for a Community Council election will be drawn up based on the most up-to-date electoral register. 

2.2. Anyone aged 18 or over and living in one of the electoral areas covered by the Council will be eligible to vote whether or not they are on the electoral register. Anyone not on the current register must however contact the Returning Officer by the closing date for nominations if they wish either to be nominated for a seat on the Council or to be included as a voter. 
2.3. If someone contacts the Returning Officer in relation to this (i.e. 2.2 above), the Returning Officer should look for documentary evidence that the person is aged over 18 (e.g. passport, driving licence) and also that they are living in the area (e.g. utility bill, bank statement or other official documentation containing their address). The Returning Officer may at their discretion make further enquiries to establish someone’s eligibility (e.g. for a young person, look for a signed statement from a parent along with a utility bill in the parent’s name). The final decision on whether or not someone is eligible rests solely with the Returning Officer.

What voting system will be used?
2.4. Elections will be by single non-transferable vote (i.e. you can vote for only one person – not 1,2,3, in order of preference). The elected candidates for each area will be the person with the highest number of valid votes and the person with the second highest number of votes (where a second seat is available). In the event of a tie for the second seat in an area, a run-off vote between the tied candidates will be held.

How will the election be conducted?
2.5. Ballot papers for the election will be delivered to each household.

2.6. Ballot papers may be collected by hand from each household. However there will also be an option for ballot papers to be returned to one of the shops in the village or to the post office. A sealed box will be placed in each of these locations for this purpose.
2.7. Ballot papers will specify 

· the name of each candidate for the particular area

· a short sentence or two about the reasons why this candidate wants to represent the area (if the candidate has provided this)

· how ballot papers should be returned

· the deadline by which ballot papers should be returned.

Voters will be asked to place an ‘X’ beside the name of only one of the candidates.

2.8. For any ballot papers that have been incorrectly completed or in other ways interfered with, it is solely up to the Returning Officer to decide whether or not that ballot paper is valid.
How will mistakes be avoided? How will impartiality and transparency be ensured?
2.9. While the Returning Officer has sole authority in decisions in relation to nomination and ballot papers, all examination or reviewing of nomination forms and all counting of ballot papers should involve at least two people to minimise the chance of mistakes occurring. 

2.10. To ensure impartiality, no nominee should be involved in determining whether their own nomination is valid, nor should any election candidate be involved in a count that involves their own constituency. 

2.11. Advance notices about nominations and elections to the Council should be posted in good time in public places in Murroe village (e.g. church, school, shops) and on www.murroe.net. These notices should include details on how people can access these rules.
2.12. These rules should be publicly available on www.murroe.net.
2.13. Anyone (including candidates) can attend and observe the counting of votes. Details of when and where counts will take place can be gotten from the Returning Officer.

2.14. Any queries in relation to nomination or election procedures can be directed to the Returning Officer.
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